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This unit plan is designed for a seventi and eighth grade drzma class at The Field School, a small -

- 160 srudens 7-12 -- private school in Washington, D.C. The class can raqge in size from 6-20

snrdents. The sardents irs sf mixgd educational background and ability; furtiermore, tieir interest

in aaing generally varies tremendously. Because tle class is acmally a nusic/dmma class they

only have dmrna two to three times a week. For this neasor! I have planned day-by-day rather than

week-by-week. Periods are 3540 minutes long, but one day a week we have a double period, this

is what I refer to as "loqg period. " They will oot, unfortunately, fall where I have planned t.hem,

but I will adjust later. The courre is jusc one semest€r, thus this unit plao is designed to make up

the majority of the senest€r.

My overall objective with this class is to provide an inrroductiotr to acti4g - eqpeciallythrough

theater ganes aod improvisati@., give t&em the opporcnnity to expness themselves in a comfottable

settiag, and let them know how much fun it is to be or stage. ln the past I have had an entire year

aad have introduced Shakespeare ia the second semester. This coming year, however, I plan to
use Shakespeare, primarily this play, as the vehicle to achieve ny overall objectives. The only

outside requirement I have is to put on a pedormaoce at tte end of the semester. Conveniently this

fits rightinto the plar-

Evaluation, as wit.h all studio courses at Field, is based on panicipatioo, attirude, coopefition,
aad improveme[t.

Imodutrior'
The first 2-3 dap of the class is devoted to gettiqg to know each other acivities,some basic rheater
g_lqef ,Jog a brief introduction to improvisation. During this period I will incorporate a number of
\{atsh/Tolaydo activitiesr sorne of which will be used through-out as parts of daiiy warm-ups.

Drv I
"P_rtreadiqg Shakgsleare" -- io activity designed to get fids farriliar with Shakeqpeare's laqguage.
(Notesf$ April 1991)

Devr 2+3
"Exencises h Mati4g I4/onds Meai." (Paut Cartier)

Devs {+5

-

f,Ea[zing tterhpho in language (adaptCd fmm Dorna Denize)

StudeSts begin with.Dr.. Seuss s Green Hgg,s and IIam, They read a seeioo of ir aloud paying
atrention to.the rhythm in it. Then one isnrdent who plap a drum or sone other percusfon
irstrumenl beats out the rhythm while tde rest of thetkis marches around the roim p6iting liaes.



They tben move on to a sofllet. (I've used "Le[ rot to tie maniage of true {.ds. ") The srudgnts
stanA in a circle and rccite tle sonnet with each one reading only one word. Once ttey have this
down, they move on to rcading oae seotetrce each. They then recite the sonnet in uaison: word-
by-word iheo s"ot"o""-Or**."J:;(*Sr^i{r rrrt' ll lto.rc evr, Te Farr*a +

Dev 5 (Iorr Dcriod)
Gettiry otr your feet with a random scene -- aka: The Tolaydo/Itralsh Method

Dw7
Journat Writiqg/Puaing yourself in the charactels shoes

Snrdents will spend t&e entire period fneewriting on sinrations that in some way relate to t&e plot of
R+,[ but they won't necessarily &now this.

Possible Topics:

-Your parents have forbiddenyou to associate with one of yor very close friends becalrse this
persotr is considered a "bad i.oflueoce. "

-You've fallen aadly in love with someotre, ard tiis person has fallen in love right back. You
then discover that stie/he is HIV positive.

-Your youger brother/sister starts going out witt someone yrcu absolutely hatn.

-You are at your best friead's pafty, and your wonrt enemy shows up - uninvited.

DeY t
Discuss aad do improvs based on freewritiqg issues.

Dev 9
Read aloud and discuss plot mnmary of .R+l

Dev lO
Opeoing Scene with scarves and swords (Louisa Newlin)
{FilI in 1fos $lanks with laqguage if time permits. (Louisa also)}

Deys I 1-f5 (qnrorinetefy)
Read tle play aloud using tte "Hat Trick" (Louisa 4gain).

Also, we will do some word ideotification and go over some of Skip's great language sfiff aloqg
the way.

Dev 16

-

Students will qpend the period writing a complete synopsis of the play in their jouraats. They will
be eacouraged to work together, but each of them must have a copy. These will be iacorporated
later as prologues for their sceaes.

DeY l7 (lorr oeriodl
"Tableaux Vivanrs Out of tie Bag" (Louisa and Andrea)

rPhotos will be taken of each tableaux and used later for programs or posters.

Dev lt

-

Forn Acting Companies (I will assign groups.)
Each company will choose 2-3 scenes from the ptay they yould like tolerform and rank them in
order of p,reference. Each sceoe must have enough parts for everyone in the grouP.

Dry f9 (fong !rcriod)
ffies wil Ue asngned, and scripts will be handed out'



Each conpany will ,*i5 scetre, read it aloud, paraphrase it, and vocalize theimer
monologue(Watsh). This will be done before the entire group.

Dev 2O
Each compaoywill perform cont€rnporary irnprovs based on their scene. (Walsh)

Dw2l
Memorization Workshop

This ges us about to the beginning of Novembetr, if lf,e're lucky. We generally have a short

assenbly anouad ffis tims in which tbe kids perform "worts in progrcss" or im.ptuvs. Hopefirlly

the kids will be prepared to do "period impru\zs" flryakh) of their sceres in this assembly.

J[g rc6aining 4-5 weeks of the semester witl be devoted to rehearsing t&e scenes. During this

process I ptan to incorporate a nodified Prompt Book assignment(lrlewlin), a scene-cuttirg

workshop, a character analysis papef,, a blocking workshop, and set aod costume designing

activities(Walsh).

The unit will culmimte in two perforaances - otre for the school and one for parens and friends.

The class will then have a final class during which they will view the video of their performance,

write a self-evaluation in their journals, and eat too many oatmeal chocolate-chip cookies.
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